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Conclusion' of the Deﬁates, on Mondaty, January

31st, on the Second Reading of the First Land

Claims Bill,

(Continued from the Supplement ‘of the 9th instant. )
“That portion of the bill has been found to work
well, and the proceedings of the Commissioners
have given general satisfaction. The anxious
desire of the Government has been to give the
most. patient attention fo the petitions tc which I
liave drawn your attention; being fully aware

that the bill could not be carried, with any view |

to its beneficial working, unless with the concur-
rence of the Council, and the good feeling of the
Colonists. 1 have offered these observations on
the general principles of the Bill, and shall re-
serve any farther remarks for my reply.

Mr. Porterand Mr. Clendon severally asked for
explanations with regard to thelaying out of dis-
tricts, and.their extent.

The Colonial Secretary.—The quantity of land
to be laid out for selection will be very large in
extent, The Hon. Member on my right (Mr.
Clendon) need be under no apprehension, as an
ample choice will be afforded. In the northern
districts the laids are generally of a varied and
broken nature ; it is not intended to place settlers
on ‘thie tops 6f Bifls; but to lay out the best Jands
that can be selected ; consequently, a great num-
ber of claimants will have the option of selecting
their lands almost immedjately,

The Governor.—There is an express proviso in
the 19th clause in favour of private claimants,
who haye the option of retaining so much of
their lands s,s ‘may happen-to be situate in any of
the specified districts, The only thing is that

——

thé locationt of settlements round the town have
yet to'be selected.

Mr. Porter.—This is nota satisfactory con-
cession, for many of the settlers perceive the
injury that would result to their property, if the

‘concentration system was carried out, and at

once remove. They will not be satisfied unless
there be a very great alteration in the preamble of
the Bill and the repealing clause. “Her Majes~
“ ty’s Government have declared their intention
« to apply to all other persons the rule to which
¢  the New Zealand Company. will be subject in
“ respect of the lands claimed by them within
¢ the Colony ;” but the first clause of the Bill,
which follows the preamble, declares that so
much of the former Ordinance *“ as empowers
* His Excellency the Governor to grant any part
“of the land claimed is hereby repealed.” Here
does appear some contradiction; and, with re-
gard to dispersed settlements, New Zealand has
mainly attained its present position from the
enterprize of individuals who formed small sta-
tions in parts of the country, generally, far from

‘gach other,

The Governor.—Although T quite agree with

iMr, Porter that small settlements are of use, it

cannot be doubted but that much greater benefits

.will accrue to the community at large, and the
ccolony advapce much more rapidly by concentra~

ting population. If, however, those located on
dispersed settlements wish to remain, they have

{he option of part of their land and a lease,

‘The Colonial Secretary,—Although parts: oP
the Ordipance to which the Hon. Member has
referred, are proposed to be repealed by the first

clause of the bill now before the Council; yet the

succeeding clauses provide for the re-enactment
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of such- portions as are required. With respect
to the statement that the preamble of the Bill is
at variance with several of the clauses, and that
the New Zealand Company are placed in a better
position than other claimabits, it-must be remem-
* bered that the Company is iricorporated by Royal
- Charter, which'g¥ants them certain priveleges
- and powers, 3iid which it is necessary to secure
““to them by prévisions'in the Bill now before the
Council. * It need scarcely be pointed out that
such powers ashave been conferred onthat Chara
tered Body by Her Majesty’s Government could
not be exténded to - indi
I can assure Mr. Pérter, thatit is not the inten-

" tion of Government to interfere in any way,
with the whaling or trading settlements, On the
contrary, his Excellency wishes to hold out to
them every encouragement, For' this purpose
long leaseshave been proposed, which will enable
parties to pursue their occupations with success,
and will ensure to the Government a proper con-
trol over the forming of townships, and the laying
out of districts for colonization. -
Mr. Earp, during the incidental- discussion,
said “IfI bhad been sent to this country, to

choose a place for the seat of Government; I-

should, most assuredly have selected Auckland.”
The Attorney General said—Tle principles
upon which this bill is framed have slready been
so fully developed in your Excellency’s apening
address, that, on a subject of less importance |
~should have conterted myself by simply moving
it'sécond reading. “But on a measureinvolving
- the ‘successful colinization ‘of this country—a
measure of which I'stiall take my full share of
responsibility, and in which I feel so ‘strong an
. interest—1 need scarcel

observations. Before doing so, however, | would:

advert to the petition ' which has been presented to
this Council, purporting to convey thesentiments
of the landowners of Kororarika, on the subject,
now under our consideration, ~If that petition
expresses the opinions of any considerable num-
ber of the landowners of the North, I cannot but
express my astonishment and regret, thatso large
a number of persons, professing to be so deeply
interested in the subject should be found in this
country, possessing su little acquaintance with
the views of Her Majesty’s Government, in refer-
énce to the subject of its colonization. The asser-
tions, hazarded in that petition are, thatthe prin-
ciples on which the land in this country is claimed
are unconstitutional and unjust ; —that the Local
Government is incompetent to legislate with a
view to the settlement of the Land Claims’ ques-
tion ;—that, in acquiring the sovereignty over
New Zealand the British Government were influ-
enced, almost entirely, by a desire to promote the
interests of thoge already settledin the country;—
(Hie/iliey d sk cotitsinplate ¥l fesnding of
extensive cdlony; and, consequently, the acquisi-
tion of largt tracts of land by the Crown were
unnecessary;~and that, granting this Council to
be competent to deal with this'subject, the pro;
posed mode of settling‘the question’is at variance
with"the views of her Majesty’s Government. In
deihonitrating the utter falsity of these assertions

indfviddal  claimangs,

iterest—1I need scarcely offerany apology for.
otcupying hé'titie of the Coffacil” with a few-

- ces 84 Wiy Be Feqiiir

it will be my duty to prove that the main object
of the Government at Ilowme, in acquiring the
sovereignty of New Zealand, was on the contrary,
its eplonization on an extensive scale, on those
principles which experience has proved to be most
advantageous;—~and thatthe course prescribed by
the Secretary of State for dealing with this ques-
tion, has invariably been recommendéd with a
view to that object. ~ In deviating from that
course, from any pressure from without, or from
any other cause, the Local Government would not
only 'be disregarding the obvious views of the
Gavernment athome, but would bejustly charge-
able with the virtual destruction of one of the
fairest possessions of the Crown. Anxious, how-
ever, for the welfare of all, the Government have

.prepared ameasure which they confidently expect

will, consistently with the prosperous settlement
of the Colony, really promote the individual
interests of the claimants themselves, and which,
after his Excellency’s explanations, will receive -
from the Colouists that consideration and support
which a government, honestly labouring for the
good of the country, has a right to.expect. I think
that every member of the Council will agree with
me that it is now too late, and that this would not,
at any time be a fitting tribunal for discussing the
principles on which the Colony has been fouuded.
by the Crown. Itissufficient for us tc know that -
Her Majesty’s Government have determined to
subject all claims to land in this colony to investi~
gation ;—and quoting the language of the Secre-

‘tary of State, * with regard to all lands in- the

coluny,acquired under any other title than that
of Grants under the Crown ;" and on behalf of
her Majesty, it is proposed that the title of the
claimantsshould be subjected fo the investization
of a commission, to be constituted for that pur-
pose. The basis of that inquiry will "be ¥ the
assertion, on behalf of the Crown, of a title"to
all landssituate in New Zealand, which have,
heretofore, been granted by the Chiefs of these
Islands, in accordance with the customsof the
country, and in return for somé adequatecounside-
ration ;”—and that it was an express instruction
to yourself that you should announce, by procla-
mation, addressed to all the Queen’s subjects in
New Zealand, that * Her Majesty ' will not ac-
konowledge, as valid, any title to land which eithec
has been, or shall hereafter be acquited'in that
country, whichis not either derived from, or
confirmed by, a grant to be made in Her'
Majesty’s name and on hér behalf.” The denial
of the competency of this Council to deal
with the subject, can only be advanced by those
who are eutirely ignorant of the counstitation
ofthe Colony, and the views of Her Majesty’s
Government. By the Royal Charter, the Legis-
lative Council thereby appointed, is- authorized

““t0 make aﬂd-%@%‘%@ﬁ“ﬁﬁ@;% il Ordingn -

good government” of the Colony,” ‘Aund, if this
is not sufficient to authorise this Council to legis-

late on the subject, the Governor is expressly -
:directed that, with reference to'the Land quesiion: °
if, “*on the réceipt of this dispatch, a commission”
‘appointed by the governient of New South Wales
shall be in forcein New Zealand, you will takethe:
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earliest opportunity for superseding both the Com-
mission and the Law, by the enactment of a Local
Ordinarce for the same general purposes,” How
the petitioners can have conceived the idea that
the colonization of New Zealand was undertaken
merely for the purpose of promoting the interests
of those who have been termed the *‘old settlers”
it is not very easy to imagine. On this subjecta
very different version is given by no less anautho-
rity than Her Majesty’s Colonial Secretary, In
his original instructions to Captain Hobson on
leaving England, the Marquis of Normanby
assigns a very different reason. “The necessity
for the interposition of the government,” (says
he,) “has, however, become too evident to admit
of any further inaction. The reports which have
reached this office within the last few months,
establish the facts that, about the commencement
of the year 1838, abody of not less than 2000 Bri+
tish subjects had become permanent inhabitants
of New Zealand @ that amongst them were many
persons of bad or doubtful character—convicts
who had fled from our penal settlements, or sea-
men who had deserted their ships—and that these
people unrestrained by any law,and amenable to
no tiibunals, were alternately the authors and the
victimsof every speciesof crime and outrage. It
furtherappears that extensive cessionsofland have
heen obtained from the .Natives, and that seve-
ral hundred persons have recently sailed from this
country to occupy and cultivate those lands. The
spirit of adventure having thusbeen effzctually
roused, it can no longer be doubted that an exten-
sive settlement of British subjects will be rapidly
established in New Zealand; and that, unless re-
strained. by necessary laws and institutions, they
will répeat unchecked, in that quarter of the globe,
the same process of war and spoilation, under
which uncivilised tribes have almost invariably
disappenred, as often as they have been brought
into the immediate vicinity of emigrants from the
natives of Christendom. To mitigate, and, if
possible to avert these disasters, and to rescue the
emigrants themselves from the evils of a lawless
state of society, it has been resolved to adopt the
most effective measures for establishing amongst
them a settled form of civil government,”—And
to prove how entirely the claims of the various
partiesare left to the discretion of the local
authorities, it is only necessary to quote the same
despatch, in which you will find the following
passage. After directing that the Commissioners
shall not themselves decide, but report only, the
Marquis of Normanby expressly directs that, on
their report, the Governor should decide ** now
FAR the claims, or ANY oF1HEM, may be entitled
to confirmalary grants from the Crown, and oN
WHAT CONDITIONS such confirmations ought to be
made,”’ And, s if in dicect contradictionof tire
assertion tirat theacquisition of large tracts of
Jand formed no part of the views of the British
Government, the Marquis of Normanby, in so
many . words, . adds, ¢ contemplating the future
growth and exlension of a British Colony in New
Zealand, &c., * * % it will be your duty o obtain
by fair end equal contracts with the natives, the
cession to the Crown of such waste lands asmay

to New Zealand.” Ttis manifest, therefore, that
the colonization of this country was not underta-
ken for the benefit of the Old Settlers, except to
establish order amongst them ; and. thut, . from
the first, all the measures of the Government have
been taken in anticipation of its rapid and ex-
tensive colonization; and that, with a view to that
object, the Local government has been intrusted
with most unfettered power of-dealing with
the subject. Consistently with the interests. of
the claimants, and the future prosperity of the
Colonists, the provisions of theNew South Wales
Bill could not be carried into effect. Seeing that
there are several hundred claims, arising too in
every part of the country from North Cape to
Stewart’s Island, to grant any considerable por-
tion of the land claimed in every case would, I
contend, have ruinously retarded the successful
colonization of the country. Although they repu-
diate the intention of reserving to themselves the
exclusive right of forming towns and villages, the
government does pussess, and ought to exercise,
the power of prescribing the districts within
which, for the interests of the country at large,
settlements may, from time to time, advanta-
geously be formed, Having sold the land, they do
well in leaving to the purchasers the most profita-
ble disposal of it ; but, at the same time, they have
a discretion asto the fitting periods for offering
it to the public. Had the provisions of the New
South Wales’ Bill been carried into effect; and
a portion of each claim been allowed, the govern-
ment would have been deprived of the important
power of prescribing the limits within which settle-
ments should be formed, Theevilis evident—a
number of petty and dispersed settlements would
have been formed, which, without attaining any
degree ofimportance would, however, soon have
required the appointment of several expensive
Government Officers, including Police: Magis-
trates, and thus, without really promoting the vi-

‘gorous colonization of the colony, the machinery

of its government would become burdensome and
expensive. We should, too, have had all the
evils now admitted incident to a dispersed mode
of settleraent. Having o access to a church or a
market, or to communication with his fellows,
settlers would soon have fallen into a state of half
civilization ;—deprived of the advantage of
mutual assistance, and loging the wants, tastes,
and habits which belong to an advanced state of -
society. To prevent the evils which would have
arisen from allowing settlers to hiold large tracts
of land scattered throughout the country, and in
order that this Colony might be founded on ap-
proved prineiples of colonization, Her Majesty’s
Government expressly declared that “‘contempla-
ting the futuregrowth and extension of a_British
Colony in New Zealand, itis an object of the first
impertance that the alienation-of . the! undsttiefl
lands within its limits‘ should be conducted, from
its commencement, upon that system of sale, of

‘ which experience has proved the:wisdom, and:a

disregard of which has been so fatal to the pros-
perity of other British settlements, With a view
to these interests it is obviously the -same ' thing
whether large tracts of land be acquired by : the

be required for the occupation of settlers resorting | mere gift of the Government, or by purchases
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effacted-on. neminal consideration. from-the Abe-
tigines. On either suppasition the Land Revenue
must. be. wasted ; the. mtroductian * of emigrants
-aleyed or prevented ; apd the. country parcelled
- .outamongstlarge land-holders mhosepossessions
\ _would long remgin: an,. unprefitable, or rather, a
pasnicious, wastp,” ‘At first sight it may, perhaps,

-appess.-band thag.the guantity of land ta be grave.

téd undsr the ‘new rule, should not, with the
exceptions named in. the Bill, form part of the
land claimed. But.by, this means, the, advantage
aglage.wil ba'pomited. Sippose. o’ claiman
of a tract of land in the valley of the Thames, or
.any, otlier ramote district, to have expended.in its
Rurchase £25, according to theterms of thear-

Tangement with the. New Zealapd. Company,. be:

wauld.be, eutitled. to.a grant of 100 acres. Now,
masteland.in.a.country whera law-and. order have
pever heen established, or in s unpeopled dis-
* trict, remote from. .any, regular sestiement, has

scarcely any appraciable value,.: - Rut, bring the|

settlers togethar ;. select a: locality: recommended
by, i nalusal aduaniages ; andidivect to it a conr
Linpedsiream. of emigration, and the lgnd allotted
ta thewn will at.once, attain a considarable value,
and became immedigiely available as roarketuble
property. By this.means, I believe that the ine
texesta.of the claimants.may be.prometed, with~
out at the same . time,, endangering the future
prosperity afthe/Colony, and that, too, in acoords:
apge withtheofficial instructionaef Hex Majesty’s
Governmens, -To.that partof thaBill which vests
inthe New. Zealaud Company, snximmediate and
absolute title to. the Fown of Wellington, and.the
land in its immediate neighbourhood, I cannot
EYApRositian. . Millatever muy by

heir title to.zhe arge fracts of-oountry- claimed
¥ them, they have received a. guarantee from
Her Majesty’s Goyernment, that. they shall re-
ceive four timeg as many acres.as they have. ex-
pended pounds in promoting the colonization of
the country. That district- baving been sold by
the Company, and his Excellency having. ascer-
tained, without waiting for the xaport.of the. Langd
Commissioners, that by compeneation to a. very
few counterclaimants, the distrigt may be granted
to the Company without ipjustice, it is proposed
to take this the earliest and anly means, of vest.
ingin, them. ap jodefeagible titlp. to.the land in

. -question, The New Zpaland Compapy have ren-
dered .important service to this Colony. But- for |

that Company, Lbelieye that New Zealand would
not, at this moment, be a. British. Colony, By
r.thgir,ipstrumentality.-fonr thousand British sub-
iﬁcts have been introduced into New Zealand.
‘In promoting.thie general objects of its. coloniza-
tion they have, I helieve, expended. upwards of
two hundred thousand pounds,-and they are now
s:hariared hadg.pndisnnoguiged. by ibe. Buitigh
as an aolive and. effective coleniz-
Jing instrument. Inthelanguage of Her Majesty’s
Colapial Mipisger,. It is becanga ] think their ef-
farts, their exertigus, their futpre presperity, will
be the means of benefiting theeommunity at lazg
At seems to_ me- dekirable to give. the ad of;tbg,

'Gpvegnment, and the support of the Crown, 10|

;&h\'& objects.”. I' shoyld. deem  myself grgatly

Manting in courtesy, were-l to pass unnoticed.
the Pefition prasented by Mr. Clesdon, from the
Ladiemof the Northerp part of this Island, It
would seem that the Government had seme in<
tituitive sense of the wishes of Her Majesty's fe-
male subjects, for it will be found that, by the
provisiansiaf thebill mostof their wishes have been
anticipated, and that they willbe left in peaceable-
poseession of “the scenes of their domestic du--
ties and pleasures.”—I think, Sir, it must now te
sufficiently obvious, that Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment were driven, hy the numerous and extrava.

-gant claime toland in this country, as theaoly

meays of ils successful - colonization,, to- dis.
regprd. all titlea. to. lands which should nog
be: confirmed. by a grant from the Crows;
and. that this Council possesses. competent au-
thority to. legistate. on.the subject; end that the
plan: now proposed. for ite final. settlement,. is
calculated to give effect to the views of Heg.
Majesty’s. Government. I.. tejoice that the
people of the. North, no less thau their country-
men of the South, have not forgatten. e ancient
British privelege of petitioning forthe redress. of
any supposed or veal greivance; but if,.on any
future occasion, the Land Owners.of the North
should. cause their opinions to be brought under
the consideration. of this Couneil, I trust. those
opinions will be formed-on 2 more acourate ace
quaintance with. the subject, and thau they. will
be couched in language more becoming to. the
Crown.: e .

/- M#. Barp,~—Ib does: not eppear $qme that any,
very. essential.alterstian is-intended with. regard

.of the main features ofthe bill. Much has: been

said respecting the petitions which have been
laid. before the Comneih;but very. Jitde: that is
satisfactory about the bill itsedf, ['can scaccely,
agree with His Excellency tha* the 19th clause
provides for many of the objections set forth in
those petitions., With regard to many claimants
the clause will remain a dead letter. It provides
that every person who shall prove the pay.nent
of not less than five shillings an acre, may, if he
thinks fit, retain his lands ;. but the fagt is, very,
few. purchasers have paid that amount. In one
sense this clause wil] act as anadditional hardship
to the original settlers, whom it deprives of the
recompense dug to them, after encountering the
risk.of colonising an uncivilised conntry, leng -
before-any permanent colonisation  was thought
of by the British Government. The settler of
twenty years ago, who paid ouly one shilling an
acre for his land; gave more than it was worth,
since it only acquired any real value from his
labaur. In"a few years another settler would
find it more profitable to give three shillings an
aere for land in the vicinity of that occupied by
the first 'comer, who would, dogbtless, have

§

okl

improvements, After these came a third settler, -
wha gave five shillings an acre for hisland, and
he alone could participate.in the bznefit which
the-19th cliuse was intended :to confer, whilst
those who had paved the wag for him were aite-
gether excluded. Thus the industrious colenist -
who had staked hig all. years ago, upon the laud-

able experiment of forminga setflgrentin g .



