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Coati,siGht oft+++ Det/,tes, on M+ndity, January
31st. on the Second Reading of’ the First Land
Claims Bill,
(Continued Prom tire Supplemtat of the 9lh instant.)

Thatportion of thebill has been found to work
,veil. and the proceedings of the Commissioners
have given general satisfaction. The anxious
desire of the Government has been to give the
most patient attention to the petitions tO which I
have drawn your attention ; being fully aware
that the bill could not be carried, with any view
to its beneficial working, unless with the concur-
rence of" the Council, and the good feeling of the
Colonists. I have offered these observations on
the general p~rinciples of the Bill, and shall re-
serve any further remarks for my reply.

M r. Por ter~nd Mr. Clendon severally asked for
explanations with regard to thelaying out of dis-
tricts, and their extent.

The Colonial Secretary.--The quantity of land
to he laid out for selection will be very large in
extent. The Hon. Member on my right (Mr.
Clendon) need be under no apprehension, as an
ample choice will be afforded. In the nor~.hern
districts the lairds are generally of a varied and
broken nature ;.!t is not intended to place settlers
on <tli#-tOplt~17 ttut to la~ out the best lands
that can be selected ; consequently, a great num-
ber of claimants will have the option of selecting
their lands almost immediately¯

The Governor.~There is an express proviso in
the 19lh clause in favour of private claimants,
who ha~e the- option of retaining so much of
thdr iand~ ja~ tuay, happen to be situate in any of
the specttied dtslricts. The only thing m that

ith61oeation of settlementsround the town have
yet lh’be’selected,.

Mr. Porter.--Thisis not a satisfactory con-
cession, for many of the settlers perceive the
injury that would result to their property, if the
conceu~ratioia system was carried out. and at
once remove. They will not be satisfied unless
there be a very great alteration in the preamble of
the Bill and the repealing clause. "Her Majes-
" t~/’s Government have declared their intention
" to apply to all other persons the rule to which
" the New Zealand Company will be subject in
"respect of the lands claimed by them Within
"the Colony ; but the first clause of the Bill.
which follows the preamble, declares that so
much of the former Ordinance " as empowers
" HisExcelhncy the Governor to grant any,, part
"of the land claimed is hereby repealed. Here
does appear some contradiction; and, with re-
gard to dispersed settlements, New Zealand has
mainly attained its present position from the
enterprize of individuals who formed small sta-
tions in parts of the country, generally, far from
each other.

The Governor.--Although I quite agree with
Mr. Porter that small settlements are of use, ~
cannot be doubted but that much greater benefits
will accrue to the community at large, and the
colony advance much more rapidly by cone~mrao
ring p6pul+tiba. If, however, those located on
dispersed settlements wish to remain, they have
the option of part of their land and a lease.

The Colonial Secretary.-.-Although parts of
the Ordinance to which the Hon. Member has
referred, are proposed to be repealed by the first
Clause of the bill now before the Couneil~ yet the
Succeeding clauses provide for the re-enactment



of suoh-portions as are required. With respect
to the statement that the preamble of the Bill is
at variance with several of the clauses, and that
the New ZeAland Company are placed in a better
position than other claima~litS, it, must be remem-
bered that theCompan~yis incorporated by Royal
Charter, which~g~/an~ them. certain priveicges
and powers’,’aiid whlchtt is necessary to secure

:~’to tllem:by provisionS’in the Bill now before the
Council. It need sear’cely be pointed out that
such powersas have been conferred on that Char-
tered Body by Her Majesty’s Government could
not be ext~ed " : ~ ~,~ L, ¯tO m~| ~ clalman~s~I can assure Mr. Pdrter, tliat’it ~sn0t the inten-
tion of Government to interfere in any way,
with the whaling or trading settlements. On the
contrary, his Excellency wishes to hold out to
them every encouragement. For .this purpose
long leaseshave been proposed,which will enable
parties to pursue their occupations with success,
and will ensure to the Government a proper con-
trol over the forming of townships, and the laying
out of districts-~for Colonization.

Mr. Earp, during the incidental discussion~
said "IfI had been sent to this country, to
choose a place tot the seat of Government; I
should, most assuredly have selected Auckland."

The Attorney General said--The principles
npVn which this bill is framedhave already been
so fully developed in your Excellency’s opening
address, that, on a subject of less importance I
should have contented mysell by simply moviAg
im~econd reading’. ’Bu~t on ~t mer~tS~reiuvolv’/~
the successful colinjzation ~of thiS country-~a
measure of which I’~a]l ~akem~-full sha’re of
responsibility, and in which I ’feel so strong an
iater~t--I ne.~d Farcely offer,~py apology ~r,
oi~du~yi~g~%~i~i~le~bg~t~e C~6il~ with a few
observations. Before doing s6,~howevrer, I would
advert to the petitionwhieh has been presented to
this Council, purporting to con vey the sentiments
of the landowners of Kororarika, on the subject
now under oaf consideration. If that petition
expresses the opinmns of any considerable num-
bei" of tile landowners of the North, I cannot bat
express my astonishment and regret, thatso large
a number of Persons, professing to be so deeply
interested in the subject should be found in this
country, possessing st, little acquaintance with
the views of Her Majesty’s Government, in refer-
ence to the su lJjdct of its colon~zatiofi. The asser-
tions,hazarded in thatpetition are,~ that the prin,
ciples on which the land in thiscountry is claimed
are unconstitutional and unjust ;--that the Local
Government is incompetent to legislate with a
view to the settlement of the Land Claims’ ques-
tion ;--tha b in acquiring the sovereignty over
:New Zealandth~e British Government were influ.
enced, almost entirely, by a desire to promote the
interest~ 0f thg~ alreadj settl rt~. in the sou ntry;,

exteh~ive cdlony; and, con.equently, the acquisi-
tion of largos u, acts of land by the Crown were
nnneeessaryg-~atld that, granting this Con ncil to
be competetit tb ’cteal"with th|s~ub’jeet, the pro~
posed mode ofsetttingthe question’is at variance
with’the views of her.Majesty’s Government. In
d~0~o~iitratin[ the utter fahity of these assertions

it will be my duty to prove that the main object
of the Government at Items, in acquiring the
sovereignty of New Zealand, was on the contrary,
its colonization on an extensive scale, on those
principles which experience has proved to be most
advantageous;--and thatthe course prescribed by
the Secretary ot State for dealing with this ques-
tion, has invariably beeu’~recommedded wilh a
view tO that object. In deviating fiom that
course, from auy pressure from without, or from
any other cause, the Local Government would not
only be disregarding the obvious views of the
Gqv~rnme~t at home, b¢t would bej~ultl~; charge-
able with the virtual destruction of one of the
fairest possessions of the Crown. Anxious, how-
ever. for the welfare of all, the Government have
prepared a measure which they confidently expect
will, consistently with the prosperous settlement
of the Colony, ~eally promote the individual
interests of the claimants themselves, and which,
after his Excelleney’s explanations, will receive
from the Colonists that consideration and support
which a government, honestly labouring for the
good of the country, has a right to.expect. I think
that every member of the Council will agree witi~
me that it is now too late, and that this would not.
at any time be a fitting tribunal for discussing the
principles on which the Colony has been founded
by the Clown. It is sufficient for us to know that
Her Majesty’s Government have determined to
subject all claims to land in this colony to invesu°
gation,;--and quoting the language of the 8ecre- ’
’tary of State, " with regard tb all lands in the
cohmy,acqnired under any ,other title than that
of Grants under the Crown ; and On behalf" of
her Majesty, it is proposed that the title of the
claimantsshould b¢ ~jec ted’~ th~ia~/est~Kation
of acoa, missiod, t0%e eofi~lfi/tedf01" tli~t’puy.
pose. The basis of that inqulry Wifi,’be:~,~e
assertion, on behalf of the Crown, of a ti~le~’f*o
all lands~situate ia New Zealand, which h~ive,
heretofore, been granted by the Chiefs of these
Islands, in accordance with the customsof the
country, and in return for some adequate conside-
ration ;"--and that it was an express instruction
to yourself thatyou should announce, by procla-
mation, addressed to all the Queen’s su~jects in
New Zealand, that " Her Majesty’will not aft-
l/nowledge, as valid, any title to land which either
has been, or shall liereafter be aeclUii’ed’in that
country, which is not either derived fi’0m, or
confirmed by, a grant to be made in Her
Majesty’s name and on her behalf." The denial
of the competency of this Councd to deal
with the subject, can only be advanced by those
xvho are entirely ignorant Of the constitution
of the Colony, and the views of Her Majesty’s
Government. By the Royal ’Clmrter; the Legis-
lativeCouncil thereby appointed, is authorized
"tO nmke and ordain a~ ~gCh’~~di~if:
ces/~ ~ii/y W6 -i’eq~r~di~~$~r, anil
good government" of the Colony. And, if this
is not sufficient to authorise this Council to legis.
late on the subject, the Governor i~f expre~slj~
directed that, with reference to~the Land qaesli~
if, "on the~ r6ceipt ofthis’~dispaibh, a commi~//a"
appoin ted by t he govern nien’t of New S~)u~h Wales



earliest opportunlty for supa, sedln9 both the Com-
mission and the Law, by the enactment of a Local
Ordinance for the same 9eneral purposes." How
the petitioners can have conceived the idea that
the colonization of New Zealand was undertaken
merely for the purpose of promoting the interests
of those who have been termed the "old settlers"
it is not verveasy to imagine. On this subject a
very differentversion is given by no less an ~utho-
ritv than Her Majesty’s Colonial Secretary. In
his originalinstructions to Captain Hobson on
leaving England, the Marqms of Normanbv
assigns a very different reason. "The necessity
t0r the interposition of the government," (says
he,) "has, however, become too evident to admit
of any further inaction. The reports which have
reached this effice within the last few months,
establish the facts that, about the commencement
of the year 1838, a body of not less than 2000 Bri,
tish subjects had become permanent inhabitants
of New Zealand : that amongst them were many
persons of bad or doubtful character--convicts
who had fled from our penal settlements, or sea.
men who had deserted their ships--and that these
people unrestrained by any law, and amenable to
no tlibunals, were alternately the authors and the
vmtimsof every speciesof crime and outrage. It
further appears that extensivecessionsoflandhave
l~eeu obtained from the Natives, and that seve-
ral hundred persons have recently sailed from this
country to occupy and cultivate those lands. The
spirit of adventure having thusbeen effectually
roused, [t can no lon_~er be doubted that an exten-
sive settlement of British subjects will be rapidly
established in New Zealand; and that, unless re-
straine~ necessary laws and institutions, they
will ¢~ea,( U ncheckid, in that quarter of the giot~e,
the same process of war and spoliation, nnder
Which uncivilised tribes have almost invariably
disappeared, as often as they have been brought
into the immediate vicinity o’f emigrants from the
natives of Christendom. To mitigate, and, if
possible to avert these difasters, and to rescue the
emigrants themselves from the evils of a lawless
stale of society, it has been resolved to adopt the
most effective measures for establishing amongst
them a settled form of civil government,"~And
to prove IIow entirely the claims of the variot~s
parties are left to tile discretion of t’he local
authorities, it is only necessary to quote the same
despatch, in which you will find the following
passage, After directing that the Commissioners
shall not themselves decide, but report only, the
Marquis of Normavby expressly directs that, on
their report, the Governor should decide " now
FaR the ela(m~, oa AN¢ OFZH~M, may be entitled
to confirmatory 9rants from the Crown, and oH
WUaT COSmTtO~S such confirmations ought tobe
maOe.":.~a~ :~i~ ja direcL¢outradictionof t l!,e
asseifion tt~ht~the~cquisition of large tracts of
land formed no part of the views of tile British
GovernmenhflleMarquis of Normanby, in so
many words, : adds, ,, contemplating the future
.~rowth and extension of a British Colony in New
Zealand, &e., * * * it will be your duty to obtain
by fair and equal contracts with the natives, the
cession to the Crown qf such waste lands as may
be required for the occupation of settlers resorting

to New Zealand." It is manifesL therefore, that
the colonization of this country was not underta-
ken for the benefitofthe Old Settlers, except to
establish order amongst them ; and that, from
the first, all the measures of the Government have
been taken in anticipation of Rs rapid and ex-
tensive colonization; and that, with a View to that
object, the Local government has been iatrnsted
with most unfettered power of~dealing with
the subject. Consistently with the interests of
the claimants, and the future prosperity of the
Colonists, the provisions of theNew South Wales
Bill could not be carried into effect. Seeing that
there are several hundred claims, arising too in
every part of the country from North Cape to
Stewart’s Island, to grant any considerable por-
tion of the land claimed in every case would, I
contend, have ruinously retarded the successful
colonization of the country. Although they repu-
diate the intention of reserving to themselves the
exclusive right of forming towns and ~illages, the
government does possess, and ought to exercise,
the power of prescribing the districts within
which, for the interests of the country at large,
settlements may, from time to time, advanta-
geously be formed. Having sold the land, they do
well in leaving to the purchasers the most profita-
ble disposal of it ; but, at the same time, they have
a discretion as to the fitting periods for offering
it to the public. Had the provisions of the New
South Wales’ Bill been carried intoefI’ect, and
a portion of each claim been allowed, the gov~rh:
ment would have been depri~,edofthe important
power of prescribing the limits within which settle:
ments should be IOrmed. The evil is evident~a
number of petty anddispersed settlements would
have been forn~ed, which, withotR attaining any
degree of importance would, however, soon have
required the appointment" of several expensive
Government Officers, including Police Magis-
trates, and thus, without really promoting the vi-
gorous colonization of the colony, the machinery
of its government would become burdensome and
expensive. We should, too, have had all the
evils now admitted incident to a dispersed mode
of settlement. Having no access to a church or a
market, or to communication with his fellows,
settlers would suon have fallen into a state of haft
civilization ;--deprived of the advantage of
mutual assistance, and losing the wants, tastes,
and habits which belong to an advanced state of
society. To prevent the evils which would have
arisen from allowing settlers to hold large tracts
of land scattered throughout the country, and in
order that this Colony might be founded on ap-
proved principles of colonization, Her Majesty’s
Government expresslydeclared that "contempla-
ting the futuregrowth and extension of a British
Colony in New Zealand, it is an object of the first
importance that the:alienation’of/tl~ .i~iett[dl
lands within its limits’ should be conducted, from
its commencement, upon that system of sale, of
which experience has proved thewisd0m~ anda
disregard of which has been so fatal to, the pros-
parity of other British settlements; With a view
to these interests iris obviously the same thing
whether large tracts of land be acquired by. the
mere gift of the Government, or I~j purchases,
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e~c~m~a~eeeslderatioBfroatthe Aim- .wavti~ in eou~esy,,, wP.x~I t~ pass armories&
ti~ Qn either suplmsition tht Land Re~enue ,th~ ~etitlon presented by, Mr, ~lesdon. from the
m~.bs wtst,e4; the intxodaetiau’ el, emigrants !.~M’e~fthe.Northern.part ot this Island.. Is

.~dltyed or preyented ; awd the~emmtry pe.~elied would seem thatthe G~vernment k.ad same m-
,aul~a~nongsila~land~-holdent~lg~e~oue~i~ne titai.tixa sense of the wAeltes of Her ~ty)s fe-w~uld ionlg~ mmldn’, a~ unprofitable, or rather, a male. atthj#cts, for it witL be found tlla.t~ hy the

l~ni~u&we~l~]’Atfirat:siKht’tt m~.perhatxt, ] Wovi.sim~ofthebill mastof~eu’wtsh~ liars
e~,C.[z~thlM~, .q~lantRy o| land tc~ be grane I antictp#ied,.andthe~they~wilthe left m peace .a~e~
ted, tmdm~ thee new rule, should n~h with. tke [ l~osees~ian of’the seel~s of their domestic au-
ex~e.ptions named inAhe Bill, form part of the ] ties and pleasures.’ --I think, Sir, it must now t~e
laud claimed. Bnt.h$ this~means~ the. advantage. ] sniffs|early obvious, that Her Malesty’s Govern-
~~W.. ~t~!i.~ .t~’golo~ ~!~emdv~.elt,=h~:,~ e ~tmner, oue evt~d ext~ava.~
~~i|l~ .{t~*~Oll~ld4 ~.a~ elairmaat g~r~t elaims, t~land in thit emmtr~k ..e~ the ouly
ofe~tr~to£1and:i~ the. valle3~ of tha Thames, a mesas,me its miecessfal colonization,, to di~.
a~: ~er.remote, distri~t, tahave expendedJaita :
l~nr~hme £2,5,~e, ceozdin~ to the,tsrm~ of, the a~-
x~t w]tktlue~I~Iew Zeula~,Cvmpae.y,. he
M~J~b~tl~titl~,to-,a-~to!~l(O0. ames. Now,,
.~ina~eUnt~ wher,, h~w’and, order have
,l~VC~,bean establiahe~, o~, in e~ tmiteopled d~t-
.trict,.rJemote.from.~zn,~ reSula~ ~segtlement, has
~m-.e~ly a~3b~le.vatue.~, But, bv/ng t~
~s tog~II~ ~ ~le~ ~ locality, re.uanunen~d

.tt~l~de~.o~ of ~igr~on, ~t tl~ lamt allotted
~ Jlt~t u~l at, once, altain a eanaidm’~blevahut,
i a~A b~conw imrMdiateb,/ auailabl~ at marketable
t~o~exty. By thLs.melmsr l.helie~e that the in,
te~evte~ofthe claimants.may he~pmm~ted, witk,
ontatthe~same time,, endangering the future
l~t~l~.rity, o£the~eh3J~, and the& too,~in accord*.

~a~m.w.i.ti~th~hl ia~tm~timu~!!,x MajestfeO.v~PJ~te4~ .~thaLg~taf~thll~l~ ~hich v~s~
il~the ~ew. Z~dtudAJ~pan~,Jmlmmediate and
absolute tttlct~ the Tewn.of Wellington, and the
]and in its immediate neighbourhood, I cannot

~~ O.f=(~untry- claimed
~y. the~ttxey h~ve rec.ei~ed~a, g~Jarantee from
H~r Majeet~ eGo.~e~nment, that, they shall re,
calve four times.a~ many, acres.as they have. ex-
~ended p~oundts in promoting the colonization of
t he.c_ou~try, That diatriet having been sold by
.thl~ COmpany, and his E~ceilen~ having, asset,
rained, without. ~aiting for the~eLmrtof the Land
Commissioners, t]~.by co.m~tioR to a. v~
few eounterrelaimants~ ~tb.~ distriet, ma~,he gr~nte~i
t~ the Cam p.an~.witim~t i~j ustice, it Ja proposed
.to t.ak.~ ~i~te~e~rli~t anc[ on,means, of vest.-
~,.iK flt~q~, a~ ~mteYquible titb.’to.the land in
qu~s.tio~,~ The New T-~land ~ompapy have run’

¯ dered.iwpo~ta~t, ectviee tO this Colony. BUt fur
that Compauy,,!~beliey.e.that New Zealand would
not,. at this mQment, he a. Bfitmh Colony,B~
their instrumentality,four thousand British seh’.-

,~.Ishave been_jn~trodu~d into New Zealand.n~romotingA~generai objects afire coloniza-
tion the~ have, ! believe, expended upwards at
two hundred th0ulmn~ pounde,-aud they are now

~n~f:~e~tive eolo~
ing instrument. In the]anguage of Her Majesty’s
Colo~ialMioitter,, ~’It is becaa~I~hi~k theiref-
for.ts,~th¢ir.ex.~tig~s,,tbeir futl~.,iFoapedty: ~1
,.~t~. th~ ~s q~ti~g the.e~mmtmity at l~r, gp
:its~m_s to. n~¢.d~4rxble, to g~x~. the atd of.tb~
’, .C~v.ew~ent,~d- th~e~pport of the Crown,.to
~t~ol~e~te.".. ! ~.oldd: de¢lm m~aelf g~ext~y

reg~rd~ all titles ta lands whic6 should rmt
he. eonfirmecL by a g~ant from. tlie Cro~t~
and that tiffs Council possesses competent an.
thodty to. legistate, on.the subject; end that the
plan,.now proposed~ fo~ it~ 6aaE settlement,, is
ealcu~ted, to gj~e effect to the views of He~_
Maiest~’a. G.o~ernme~. I,. rejoice +flint th~
people’of the North, no les~ thou" their countrv-
me~ of t he.Saut h,, h a.ve. not forgotten,.~e.ao ete~t
British i~rivelege~ of petitioning: for, the ~=edrese. a£
any, aUl~posed or real g~eLvance.; tiut if,.on any
fttt~re ~easion, the LandOwners of the North
should cause their opinions to be brought under
the consideration.of this C~und|, I trust, those
opinionswill he formed-on a morexeeurate ac,~
quaintance with the subject, and tha~ they, will
be, co, ached in lang~uag# more becoming; to the
Crows.

very. essential, alteration is.intended ~ith reg~rct
of the main features ofthe bill Much has: been
said respecting the petitions which, have been
laid. !~,f~re the.C~but.~yJaf~JJ~i’, that i~;
aatisfactory about the hillitadf. I’e,,~ .seareel~
agree with His Excellency the: the 19thclause

F provides for many of the objeotions set forth in
those petitions. With regard to many elaimant~
the clause Wili remain a dead letter. It provides
that every person who shall prove the payment
of not less than five shillings an acre, may, if he
tbinksfit, retain his lands ; but the faf~ is, very
feWr purchasers have paid that amount. In o.e
sens~this clause will act as an add|tional hardship
to the original settlers, whom it deprives or the
recompense duo to them, aftereneounterir~g the
risk.of eolonising an uucivilised eoUntry~ lngg
haleru,any permanent eoionise~ion wa~ thought;

* " " r So~ hy the Brmsh Gavernment. 1’he , ettler of
twenty years ago, who paid only one shilling arx
acre {0r his land, gave more than it was worth,
since it only acquired any real value from his
labour. In a fe,t years another settler would
find itmore profitable to give three shillings an
acre for land in the Vicinity of that occupied by
the .~at’comer, who ’would, doubtless, have

tmpi-ove~e a ~nd ~ set, u~r,
who gave five shillings an acre for his land, and
he alone could participate, ia the h,~nefit which
the..19th dau~e-wns inteuded:to e~nfer, whilst
thosewho had pa~ed the.wa~ for liimwere ed~t~
gether excluded. Th~ the industnouscol0fi|St
who had. staked hie ed!.y.ears ago, ul~c~ .the laud:
able e.xperime~t of forming a Set~metft in


